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METHODOLOGY STATEMENT 

	As an expert witness in police practices, I base the analysis and opinions found in my reports on a methodical examination and analysis of objectively reliable evidence. This evidence includes crime scene photographs, crime lab reports, medical reports, and autopsy reports.  I also review and rely on objectively reliable information found in police reports, use of force reports, body-worn videos, surveillance videos, deposition transcripts, officer and witness statements. Moreover, while I am not an attorney and have no formal legal training, I often apply and cite relevant state and federal statutes and case law.  I endeavor to apply these statutes and court rulings to a degree of objectively reasonable certainty based upon a combined 38-years of education, training, police, and teaching experience in the field of criminal justice.

As a retired professor of criminal justice, university lecturer, former police officer, international police trainer, guardian ad litem, and licensed private investigator, I often interview the plaintiffs or defendants in each case.  I also seek out, review, and reference reputable and relevant academic research articles, news reports, and other sources of objectively reliable information.  Having consulted on over 220 cases as an expert witness in 42 states, I also apply national police training, standards, and practices as I know and understand the same.    My analysis and opinions regarding police practices, use of force, false arrest, officer misconduct, criminal and self-defense casework is based upon a detailed examination and analysis of the totality of the facts and circumstances in each case.  I am also informed by the officer’s employment history, training, education, and the controlling agency policies and procedures.  

	As a subject matter expert in policing, I was twice employed as an international police trainer and mentor by Military Professional Resources Incorporated.   These training missions in Iraq and Afghanistan were sponsored by the U.S. Department of Justic and a Department of Defense.  In this role I spent two years living and working in these war-torn nations with police trainers from the United Kingdom, Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, France, Canada, Italy, and Norway.  While overseas I learned many lessons about international policing practices and standards from my NATO colleagues.  Working together, we helped transition the Iraq and Afghan national police forces away from their history of militarized policing to democratic policing which embraces de-escalation and respect for human rights. These life-lessons and experiences continue to guide my values and expert witness work today.
      
	 I also compare and contrast controlling agency policies and procedures to the model policies and discussion papers published by the International Association of Chiefs of Police Model Policy Center.  According to the IACP web site; The International Association of Chiefs of Police is the world’s largest and most influential professional association for police leaders. With more than 35,000 members in over 180 countries, the IACP is a recognized leader in global policing, committed to advancing safer communities through thoughtful, progressive police leadership…”   

Finally, my analysis and opinions are not based in my own scientific background or research.  I have no education or training in any scientific or technical field.  I rely on the analysis and opinions of bona-fide experts in science and technology when forming my analysis and opinions regarding scientific evidence and human factors.  Unlike some experts, I do not opine upon human factors that may have influenced an officer’s perceptions, judgements, or actions in use of force scenarios. 

Many experts that opine on human factors are not academically qualified to do so.  Bona-fide human factors experts have earned advanced degrees from regionally accredited colleges or universities in the fields of medicine, anatomy, physiology, psychology, psychiatry, neurology, ophthalmology, audiology, engineering, and ergonomics. Moreover, many human factors experts have completed years of clinical experience and published peer-reviewed articles. Unfortunately, there are privately owned police training and consulting businesses that offer academically unaccredited force analyst certifications to their patrons. To the best of my knowledge and belief, these certifications are not recognized by any regionally accredited university in the United States.
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